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Library associations in
Catalonia
ELISA CAMPS*
DSHHsISI The article presents a historical overview of library associations that
have existed in Catalonia. Their rate of occurence, sphere of authority, scope,
and evolution is discussed as well as the objectives expressed in their respective
statutes. The article also reviews the principal activities and the publications of
each association.
Catalonia has traditionally organized associations in all fields. There has al-ways been associations dedicated to a wide range of activity: sports, re-
creational, cultural, scientific, or professional. Usually, these associations respond
to a need to unite a common interest, hobby, or defense of determinate rights.
Library and information professionals have not varied from this norm since they
have been organizing diverse types of associations as early as the 1930's.
UNESCO documents obtained through the Programa General de Informado,
PGI, (General Information Program) and documents from IFLA stress the neces-
sity of having strong associations capable of representing professional interests.
Government institutions internationally have come to value the important role
well-organized, solid, professional associations can play in the development of li-
brary services in every country. Associations can raise public and governmental
awareness of the importance of work in the information fields while improving
professionals' image and status. Associations also serve as the best instruments
for professional cooperation and exchange. They hold in their hands all the keys
to the future development of the library and information profession.
1931-1939: The first professional association on record in Catalonia was the
Agrupado Escola de Bibliotecáries (School of Librarianship Society).1 This society
* Fundado "la Caixa". Presidenta Col-legi Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya,
1989-1992. ("la Caixa" Foundation. President of the Official Association of Librarians-
Documental ists of Catalonia, 1989-1992).
1. The information about the time period previous to 1939 have been taken from: Assumpcio
Estivill i Rius. L'Escola de Bibliotecáries, 1915-1939. Barcelona: Diputacio, 1992. For details
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was formed by students and alumni of the Escola de Bibliotecarios (School of
Librarianship) founded in 1915. It arose from the changes that began to manifest
themselves in the library school beginning in 1930. Educational and scholarly re-
novations were taking place in the Escola and the creation of the Agrupado was
the result of that innovative spirit transmitted to the entire profession.
The Agrupado Escola de Bibliotecáries represented the social, cultural, and
recreational interests of its members. It remained active throughout the 1930's.
The Agrupado was governed by a board elected by representatives of the stu-
dents and alumni. Its members paid a monthly fee which subsidized the activities
programmed, such as the publication of the Butlleti. The Agrupado also organi-
zed many recreational and cultural excursions, conferences, dramatic produc-
tions, visits to libraries, and trips to study or to do internships in libraries in other
European cities. Important personages of the period gave conferences and parti-
cipated in ceremonies organized by the Agrupado.
The first issue of the Butlleti appeared in February 1931 announcing its
monthly publication. The journal was in fact published, but only irregularly until
March 1937. Initially, it had an amateurish air although through the years it under-
went an evolution in content and structure. In 1933, it changed format and was
then entitled AEB, but the content was still similar. The year 1936 brought more
serious changes; the journal was typeset and there was a general improvement
in the format and style. The last issue of the journal AEB, came out as a joint pu-
blication of the Agrupado Escola de Bibliotecáries and the Agrupado Professio-
nal de Bibliotecáries de Catalunya (Professional Librarians Society of Catalonia).
1936-1939: As a result of the social revolution occuring in the first months of
the Spanish Civil War, the Agrupado Professional de Bibliotecáries de Catalunya
was created in 1936. By allowing membership to only active professionals, it was
more like a trade union whose purpose was to avoid having librarians join unions
where they felt they did not belong. From the beginning, both societies collabora-
ted on activities such as the publication of the journal.
While professional and technical aspects were not the main focus of the first
Agrupado, the objectives underwent a change when the new professsional so-
ciety was initiated. This evolution brought prominence to the journal and also sti-
mulated the creation and promotion of library science projects. The Agrupado
Professional recommended the organization of technical meetings, listed possible
topics for research, and advocated a higher level of professionalism in the contri-
butions to the journal.
Although it functioned parallelly to these societies since 1933, the Unió de
Bibliotecáries de Catalunya (Librarians Union of Catalonia) nonetheless declared
about the other associations mentioned, the author consulted the different statutes, directories,
bulletins, and newsletters. Persons involved in these associations also lent their assistance.
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itself a professional society. It had a rather institutional point of view since its he-
adquarters was located in the Direcció Técnica de Biblioteques Populars (Public
Libraries Technical Administration). Its objective was the improvement of public
services in the library through the study of methods and techniques. Besides the
elaboration of a census of Catalan libraries, no other Unió activity is known.
As the Agrupado Professional became more professionalized, interesting pro-
jects appeared. However, as a result of the Civil War and its repercussions in the
organization of libraries, professional initiatives and technical work carried out by
the Agrupado Professional de Bibliotecáries de Catalunya since 1936 was stifled.
1949-1974: With the Republican defeat in the Civil War, many of the intellec-
tuals who had supported the library school and the library profession went into
exile. Those who remained were removed either temporarily or permanently from
educational positions. All activities related to associations were repressed.
In 1949, the Asociación Nacional de Archiveros, Bibliotecarios y Arqueólogos,
ANABÁ, (National Association of Archivists, Librarians, and Archeologists) was
started in Madrid. It was later renamed Asociación Española de Archiveros,
Bibliotecarios, Museólogos y Documentalistas, ANABAD, (Spanish Association of
Archivists, Librarians, Museologists, and Documentalists). This nation-wide asso-
ciation's goal was to unite all professionals involved in these different fields under
one entity. Through the years, its membership was drawn primarily from emplo-
yees in the public sector. From the beginning, it was made up of diverse regional
chapters each with their own activity. In Catalonia, the association also had a
chapter and a large number of professionals joined. Through the ANABAD, they
could keep abreast of the innovations taking place in the library science world
and receive the journal entitled Boletín de la ANABAD.
The journal Boletín de la ANABAD has had a technical orientation since its ini-
tiation. It is divided into sections according to the specialization of the associa-
tion's members and has received the collaboration of the different chapters esta-
blished by the regional delegations. The journal is published each trimester and
by 1992, it had reached volume 49. After the constitutional reform of 1978, the
ANABAD considered the possibility of becoming a federation of independent
chapters within the autonomous regions that came out of the reform, but that
proposal has not been resolved to date.
1974-1981: The students graduating from the library school after the Civil
War strongly felt the need to replace the defunct Associacio Professional de
Bibliotecáries. As early as the 1960's, a group of librarians presented to the
Govern Civil (Civil Government) a proposal for professional library association sta-
tutes. Since the response was unfavorable, no further progress was possible.
In 1972, after the passage of the new Llei d'Associacions (Law of Associations),
it was possible to renew the proceedings for the legalization of a library association.
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The proposed association was limited to the province of Barcelona by legal cons-
traints. One year after submitting the appropriate documents, the Associacio d'An-
tigues Alumnes de l'Escola de Bibliotecáries (School of Libra-rianship Alumni Asso-
ciation) was approved on October 11,1974. Its objectives were obviously recrea-
tional and cultural since the political situation did not permit other alternatives.
Despite the limitations, the first designated board announced that they would
center their efforts on obtaining official recognition of the library school degree
and creating a structured curriculum. Other goals included a listing of job an-
nouncements, short course offerings, conferences, and activities for professional
development. The board was composed of a president, vice-president, secre-
tary, treasurer, and five other members. The association's only support came
from the annual fees paid by members. From 1975, it obtained its own offices
which gave it the necessary independence to carry out its objectives more easily.
The association's directory published in 1976 listed 322 members. By 1981,
that number grew to 448, nearly all the active librarians in Catalonia.
During this period, the Associacio published the Butlletí de l'Associació de
Bibliotecáries. The first issue appeared in March 1975. In its appearance as well
as its content, the journal appeared to be the work of volunteers who produced
the publication with little or no means, only their determination. It was published
biannually and claimed to be a source of information for members on not only ac-
tivities and the board's administrative actions, but also on everything concerning
libraries in society. The journal never entered the technical realm. Although the ty-
pography and general appearance improved, it maintained those characteristics
until the publication of the last issue in 1977.
1981-1986: Since 1981 when men began to receive library science degrees,
the Associacio adopted the generic name, Associacio de Bibliotecaris de
Catalunya (Association of Librarians of Catalonia). According to the statutes of
the association, its authority extended from the province of Barcelona to include
all of Catalonia. The library school degree, which until then lacked official recogni-
tion, was accepted in all of Spain. The Spanish government began to open new
schools in all the regions. The Associacio allowed membership to librarians with
degrees from other schools as long as they worked in Catalonia.
With official recognition of the library degree, the Associacio could concentra-
te its efforts on increasing its professional activities. Its statutes stated the objec-
tives of the Associacio: promote social and human relationships between mem-
bers, share experiences and increase knowledge, contribute to progress and co-
operation in the field, improve library services, encourage the construction of new
public libraries, and finally, further cultural activities.
The Associacio was organized into a General Assembly which was the hig-
hest body and a board of directors composed of nine members: a president, vi-
ce-president, secretary, treasurer, and five members. In 1983, there were 504
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association members. According to the directory published by the Associacio in
1986, there were a total of 576 professionals belonging to the Associacio.
Following the mandate of its statutes and objectives announced in the first as-
sembly, the association activities focused on the organization of professional me-
etings and on participation in reunions organized by other institutions. Thus the
Associacio actively took part in professional functions promoted by other asso-
ciations in every region and maintained contacts with library institutions in other
countries. Since the Associacio is a member of IFLA, its members participate in
the annual IFLA conferences. The Associacio also organized short courses and
conferences offering members additional training and updates on new techno-
logy. In 1985, the Associacio convoked the first Jornades Bibliotecarios de
Catalunya (Librarians of Catalonia Conferences) which attracted a large number
of participants.
The Associacio organized the participation of its members in the annual IFLA
conference. It also arranged professional trips to different European countries in
order to visit libraries and to contact professionals from other countries. The
Associacio regularly informed its members through newsletters that came out
monthly. These newsletters summarized the board activities, professional news
and listed job announcements. The Associacio also renewed publication of the
bulletin now called Butlleti de I'Associacio de Bibliotecarís de Catalunya. This ti-
me the bulletin was meant for a wider audience than strictly members. It establis-
hed regular exchanges of professional publications with other associations and
was sent to the principal libraries in Catalonia. This semestral bulletin had a total
circulation of 1,200. The first issue appeared in January-June 1982 and its publi-
cation ended with the number 9 issue, January-June 1986. In addition, at the re-
quest of public institutions, the Associacio produced many informative publica-
tions about libraries; it revised the translation of international standards and wrote
the first volume of the Normes per a biblioteques publiques a Catalunya (Stan-
dards for Public Libraries in Catalonia) which became the basis for a presentation
at the 1985 IFLA conference in Chicago.
The steady growth in demand for professionals dedicated to information ma-
nagement and retrieval created new ways of entering the profession. People from
a wide range of fields entered the information profession. In this context in 1984,
a group of professionals working in information centers attended informal gathe-
rings to discuss topics of interest. These meetings gave rise to the start of an as-
sociation called, Societat Catalana de Documentació i Informació, SOCADI,
(Catalan Society of Documentation and Information).
This association covers the entire region of Catalonia. Its membership require-
ments are employment in the information field, a degree or experience, and also
the recommendation of two members. According to its statutes, its goals are to
promote the collaboration and exchange of experiences between individuals and
institutions, professional development, and contact with similar entities in Cata-
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Ionia and beyond. SOCADI is governed by a board consisting of a president, vi-
ce-president, secretary, treasurer, six association members, and a mandatory
annual assembly. Its activities are a continuation of the initial gatherings which
nowadays have converted into workshops. SOCADI also organizes seminars,
short courses, and conferences directed at the professional world. In collabora-
tion with the Col-legi Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya
(Official Association of Librarians-Documentalists of Catalonia), they organize the
Jornades Catalanes de Documentació (Catalan Documentation Conferences)
and the trade show, Documat. SOCADI is a member of the AENOR and the
Federado Espanyola de Societats d'Arxivística, Biblioteconomia i Documentació,
FESABID, (Spanish Federation of Archival, Library Science, and Documentation
Societies). Through this federation, it is also a member of IFLA. It does not pu-
blish any bulletin or newsletter, only occasional publications on specific subjects.
Currently, it has 400 members, many of whom are also members of the Col-legi
Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya.
Joint initiatives based on common interests have also developed. This is the
case of the Coordinadora de Documentació-Biomédica (Coordinator of
Biomedical Documentation) which started their activities in 1983; one activity in
particular was the production of a union catalog of periodical publications availa-
ble in its libraries. Later, its activities expanded and it converted into an
Associació. Its statutes are dated March 1993.
1985-1993: From December 1983, the Associació de Bibliotecaris de Cata-
lunya, after a proposal by its members, moved to create the Col-legi Oficial de
Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya by taking advantage of the recently
approved law (December 1982) and regulations (July 1983) concerning Col-legis
Professionals. The Associació believed it was advantageous for library and infor-
mation science studies to be recognized on a governmental level. The official re-
cognition of the degree linked with the legalized status of the professional asso-
ciation would allow members to work to guarantee and defend their interests
more effectively. The Col-legi was, therefore, the result of an associative will that
had been in evidence since 1930.
In June 1985, the Parliament of Catalonia unanimously approved the creation
of the Col-legi Oficial de Bibliotecaris-Documentalistes de Catalunya, the first offi-
cial association created under the new law. It was followed by the start of official
associations for journalists, psychologists, etc. The Col-legi is a public law corpo-
ration with judicial autonomy. A legal instrument like the Col-legi represents not
only the recognition and consolidation of the profession, but also a challenge and
a commitment to convert this instrument into a dynamic, living institution with im-
pact, as opposed to a stagnant, corporate entity.
The difference in objectives between a professional col-legi and an association
is demonstrated by their statutes. The Col-legi's statutes set the following goals :
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clarify the practice of the profession, represent the general interests of those in
the profession, particularly in their relations with government institutions, and de-
monstrate how the information professional's activity benefits the interests of citi-
zens. Therefore, the Col-legi has broader and at the same time more concrete
obligations than those of an association. For example, it must uphold professio-
nal ethics, exercise disciplinary power in professional matters, act as consultants
to governmental bodies, defend the profession before institutions, courts, etc.,
propose legislative reforms, to standardize professional practices and establish
fees, not to mention, administer its own operation and work to obtain its goals li-
ke any other professional association.
The Col-legi covers Catalonia and is open to all graduates of University
Schools of Librarianship and Documentation. It also admitted university gradua-
tes holding other degrees if they could show five years of accredited professional
experience through presentation of a resume and a written report. This integra-
tion policy was for a temporary three year term according to a clause of the same
law.
The Col-legi is presided over by a board of directors elected every three years.
There is a vote if more than one candidate for a position comes forth. The board
is made up of a president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and an unregula-
ted number of Col-legi members. Through the years, the Col-legi has written re-
gulations about internal operations to make room for diverse committees and
workshops, and to promote participation in them. The Col-legi is essentially made
up of members from the old Associació, but it has rapidly grown with new mem-
bers from the graduating classes and from different professions. According to the
directory published by the Col-legi in 1988, the number of members was approxi-
mately 700. The 1991 directory showed that membership had increased to
1,044. Now, there are 1,200 professionals claiming membership in the Col-legi.
Since its creation, the Col-legi has organized many varied activities. In order to
obtain the objectives set out in its statutes, the Col-legi created a number of
committees dedicated to different activities: defense of the profession, service to
members, posting of job listings, publication of informative materials, and pro-
grams in professional development. The crisis situation brought on by profound
changes suffered by the profession, the vagueness of library science's academic
framework, and other factors, has polarized the activities of the Col-legi into three
main divisions: 1. the guidelines for education and training with the collaboration
of professionals who help work out educational programs, 2. the participation of
active and collaborative professionals as agents of the changes underway and 3.
the strengthening of the image and impact of the information profession before
the government, institutions, and the mass media.
The contacts the former association initiated with other associations here and
abroad have been maintained and expanded. The Col-legi periodically organizes
courses, seminars, summer classes, as well as educational field trips and the at-
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tendance of its members at congresses. Every two years, it organizes with SO-
CADI, the Jornades Catalanes de Dbcumentació (Catalan Documentation
Conferences) and the Documat trade fair. The fourth Jornades Catalanes de
Documentació was held in Barcelona in January 1992 with 1,500 participants,
many of whom came from other parts of Spain.
The Col-legi, through FESABID, is a member of IFLA. It also forms part of the
Catalan association of CoHegis, created to discuss the problems affecting the
entire group of professional associations in Catalonia.
The Col-legi has published a monthly newsletter since March 1986. By
February 1993, it had reached issue number 65. This newsletter entitled
Document is the Col-legi's official organ and offers details about the board of di-
rectors, general information about the Col-legi and the library field, legislation, and
upcoming events. Besides this publication, the Col-legi publishes another techni-
cal journal on library and information science called Item. It comes out biannually
with a circulation of 1,500 copies. It is mailed to subscription holders and princi-
pal libraries while other professional associations receive it in exchange for their
publications. The first number appeared as the July-December 1987 issue. With
slight typographic variations, the appearance and layout was retained until the re-
cently published July-December 1992 no. 11 issue. The Col-legi also has publis-
hed the Catalan version of the IFLA guidelines and the second part of the
Normes per a biblioteques publiques a Catalunya (Standards for Public Libraries
in Catalonia).
As explained earlier, the Spanish Constitution of 1978 divided the country into
autonomous regions to which the Spanish central government transferred all res-
ponsibility for cultural matters. That, and the rapid development of the academic
standards of the profession fostered the appearance of professional associations
in the majority of the autonomous regions. They wanted to coordinate their forces
and to establish a policy of collaboration which would serve as a safety net for all,
while functioning as a federation, not a centralized body. Therefore, the Federado
Espanyola de Societats d'Arxivística, Biblioteconomia i Documentació (FESABID)
was created in 1988 in order to unite all the scientific and professional associa-
tions.
The majority of the existing Spanish associations had joined the federation or
had solicited admission. The offices of the president, secretary, and treasurer in
the FESABID are rotated each year with the participation of each and every one
of the associations which form a permanent committee. Through FESABID, the
associations form part of IFLA and they recently participated in the creation of the
European federation EBLIDA.
The FESABID meetings serve as a vehicle for the fluid exchange of opinions
and as a way to inform colleagues of other associations of the activities of others.
It also formulates common strategies to face the future of the information profes-
sion and to establish the necessary academic framework. Every two years, the
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federation organizes technical library and information science conferences which
take place in a different autonomous region each time along with the fair EXPO-
DOC. The next conferences will be celebrated in Gijón (Asturias) in 1994.
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